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SECOND STAGE THEATRE

Announces its 2007-08 Season

Includes New York Premiere of

EDWARD ALBEE’S PETER AND JERRY

featuring BILL PULLMAN
Directed by PAM MacKINNON

NEXT TO NORMAL
A New Musical

featuring music by TOM KITT

and book & lyrics by BRIAN YORKEY

Directed by MICHAEL GREIF

SOME AMERICANS ABROAD

By RICHARD NELSON

Directed by GORDON EDELSTEIN

and the World Premiere of

FARRAGUT NORTH

By BEAU WILLIMON
*   *   *   *   *   *

Following an acclaimed season which included Theresa Rebeck’s hit comedy The Scene and Sarah Ruhl’s eurydice, as well as the Broadway transfer of Douglas Carter Beane’s Tony nominated Best Play, The Little Dog Laughed, Second Stage Theatre (Carole Rothman, Artistic Director; Ellen Richard, Executive Director) has announced the line-up for its 2007-08 season.  For subscription or ticket information, please call the Second Stage Box Office at 212-246-4422 or visit the company’s website, www.2ST.com.  All productions are staged at Second Stage Theatre, 307 West 43rd Street (just west of Eighth Avenue).

Second Stage Theatre’s upcoming 29th season will continue the company’s critically acclaimed mission of producing bold new plays and musicals by American playwrights as well as second stagings of the best of contemporary theatre.  The season will commence on October 19th with the New York premiere of Edward Albee’s Peter and Jerry, starring Bill Pullman, who last appeared in New York to great acclaim in Mr. Albee’s The Goat, or Who is Sylvia?  The production will be directed by Pam MacKinnon.

The season will also include Next to Normal, a new musical with music by Tom Kitt, book and lyrics by Brian Yorkey, directed by Michael Greif (Grey Gardens, Rent), as well as the world premiere of Farragut North, a dark comedy set in the world of presidential politics from exciting new playwright Beau Willimon.  Second Stage’s fourth production will be a new staging of Richard Nelson’s acclaimed 1989 comedy Some Americans Abroad, directed by Gordon Edelstein.  

More detailed information on Second Stage Theatre’s upcoming season follows:

EDWARD ALBEE’S PETER AND JERRY

Written by Edward Albee

Directed by Pam MacKinnon

Featuring Bill Pullman

October 19 – December 9; opening in mid-November
EDWARD ALBEE’s plays include The Zoo Story (1958), The American Dream (1960), Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1961–62, Tony Award), Tiny Alice (1964), A Delicate Balance (1966, Pulitzer Prize; 1996, Tony Award), All Over (1971), Seascape (1974, Pulitzer Prize), The Lady From Dubuque (1977–78), The Man Who Had Three Arms (1981), Finding the Sun (1982), Marriage Play (1986–87), Three Tall Women (1991, Pulitzer Prize), Fragments (1993), The Play About the Baby (1997), The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia? (2000, 2002 Tony Award), Occupant (2001), and Peter and Jerry (2004). 

PAM MacKINNON most recently directed the world premiere of John Fugelsang’s All The Wrong Reasons (NYTW) and Itamar Moses’ The Four of Us (Old Globe).  Recent credits include David Mamet’s Romance (Goodman Theatre), Gina Gionfriddo’s After Ashley (Philadelphia Theatre Company) and Bach at Leipzig by Itamar Moses (NYTW); world premiere productions of Alice the Magnet by Erin Courtney (Clubbed Thumb) and Victor Lodato’s 3F, 4F (Magic).  She directed the world premiere of Edward Albee’s Peter and Jerry (Hartford Stage).

BILL PULLMAN made his Broadway debut in Edward Albee’s The Goat, or Who is Sylvia?  He previously appeared on the New York stage in the Off-Broadway productions of Life and Limb directed by Thomas Babe and Curse of the Starving Class. At the Los Angeles Theatre Center, he appeared in Demon Wine, All My Sons, Barabbas and Nanawatai. With the Met Theatre in Los Angeles, he appeared in Control Freaks by Beth Henley. Born in Hornell, NY, he earned a Master of Fine Arts in directing from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and went on to teach and produce plays at Montana State University. He made his feature film debut in the comedy Ruthless People and has since played a wide range of roles including the President of the United States in Independence Day, a private detective in Zero Effect and a troubled musician in David Lynch's Lost Highway. Other film credits include While You Were Sleeping, Lake Placid, The Guilty, Brokedown Palace, Casper, Mr. Wrong, Sommersby, Sleepless in Seattle, Wyatt Earp, Malice, The Last Seduction, Spaceballs, The Serpent and the Rainbow, The Accidental Tourist, Sibling Rivalry, Liebestraum and The End of Violence. He made his directorial debut with the TNT original western "The Virginian," which he also starred in and produced. As well, he directed "Nightvisions" for FOX-TV, and appeared in Hallmark Hall of Fame's "Home Fires Burning.”
*   *   *   *   *   *

NEXT TO NORMAL
Music by Tom Kitt

Book and lyrics by Brian Yorkey
Directed by Michael Greif
An earlier version of this musical was presented at the New York Musical Theater Festival in 2005 under the title Feeling Electric.
In this over-stimulated and pharmaceutically-obsessed world, one almost average suburban family comes to grips with a long buried secret in this haunting and darkly funny new musical.  With provocative lyrics and an electrifying score, Next to Normal explores the lengths to which we'll go to keep ourselves sane and our families in place.   

Composer TOM KITT wrote the score for High Fidelity and his work has also been heard in the film The Two Ninas, on the television show "Dawson's Creek," and on the original recordings, Julia Murney, The Tom Kitt Band, among others.  He has worked as a musical director, orchestrator, and conductor on many shows including Laugh Whore, Urban Cowboy, and Debbie Does Dallas.  

BRIAN YORKEY’s theatre credits include Making Tracks, which has played off-Broadway and regionally; the musical adaptation of Ang Lee's The Wedding Banquet; and the country musical Play It By Heart.  He wrote the screenplay Time After Time, which is currently in development; the feature script, Sluts, for Lion's Gate Films; and is co-creator of “Bears,” a new series for the Logo Network.  Brian is an alumnus of the BMI/Lehman Engel Musical Theatre Workshop.

MICHAEL GREIF directed the Broadway musicals Grey Gardens (Tony, Drama Desk and Outer Critic Circle nominations), Jonathan Larson’s Rent (Tony nomination), and Never Gonna Dance.  Recent directing credits include A Very Common Procedure (MCC), Satellites (Public), Landscape of the Body (Signature), Mr. Marmalade (Roundabout), Beauty of the Father, Fucking A, Dogeaters (Obie), Marisol, Bright Lights Big City, and The Distance From Here, among many others.  

*   *   *   *   *   *

FARRAGUT NORTH
Written by Beau Willimon

Director TBA

In the new dark comedy Farragut North, hot-shot press secretary Stephen Myers is at the top of his game with his candidate poised to take the presidential nomination. As primaries commence in Iowa, Stephen’s world unravels when colleagues become competition, lovers become liabilities and one election becomes his last hope of survival.

BEAU WILLIMON worked extensively in politics, having served on the staff of several political campaigns, including Sen. Chuck Schumer's 1998 Senate race, Sen. Hillary Clinton's 2000 Senate race and Gov. Howard Dean's 2004 Presidential race.  Beau Willimon has written seven full-length plays, as well as numerous one-acts, which have been developed and performed at Ars Nova, Arthur Seelen Theatre, the Cherry Lane Theatre, Daryl Roth 2, HERE Arts Center, Kraine Theater, among many others.  He is a recipient of the Lila Acheson Wallace Juilliard Playwriting Fellowship, the Lincoln Center Le Compte du Nuoy Award, among others awards and grants.
*   *   *   *   *   *

SOME AMERICANS ABROAD
Written by Richard Nelson

Directed by Gordon Edelstein
In Some Americans Abroad, a group of pretentious American college students, accompanied by their professors, embark on a literary tour of England. With a crammed itinerary and barely enough time to digest the sites, their behavior devolves from appreciative to appalling in this hilarious comedy


RICHARD NELSON’s many plays include Two Shakespearean Actors, New England, Goodnight Children Everywhere, Frank’s Home, Franny’s Way, The Vienna Notes, Rodney’s Wife, and the books for the musical James Joyce’s The Dead, My Life with Albertine, and the Broadway version of Chess, among others. 

GORDON EDELSTEIN is currently the Artistic Director at the Long Wharf Theatre and was formerly the Artistic Director of A Contemporary Theatre (ACT) in Seattle. His directorial credits include Mourning Becomes Electra starring Jane Alexander, the Broadway revival of The Homecoming, the American premiere of Martin McDonagh’s A Skull in Connemara and such off-Broadway productions as The Day the Bronx Died, The Last Yankee and Tales of the Lost Formicans.  

*   *   *   *   *   *

ABOUT SECOND STAGE THEATRE

Founded in 1979 under the leadership of Artistic Director Carole Rothman, Second Stage Theatre produces a diverse range of premieres and new interpretations of America's best contemporary theatre, including Tiny Alice by Edward Albee, The Good Times Are Killing Me by Lynda Barry, Little Murders by Jules Feiffer, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee by William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin, A Soldier’s Play by Charles Fuller, Painting Churches and Coastal Disturbances by Tina Howe, Ricky Jay and His 52 Assistants and On The Stem by Ricky Jay, Living Out by Lisa Loomer, This Is Our Youth and The Waverly Gallery  by Kenneth Lonergan, Afterbirth: Kathy & Mo’s Greatest Hits by Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney, Saturday Night by Stephen Sondheim, Crowns by Regina Taylor, Uncommon Women and Others by Wendy Wasserstein, Spoils of War by Michael Weller, Before It Hits Home and Jar the Floor by Cheryl L. West, Jitney by August Wilson, Lemon Sky, Serenading Louie, and Sympathetic Magic  by Lanford Wilson, and Metamorphoses and The Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci by Mary Zimmerman.  The company’s more than 125 citations include the 2002 Tony Award for Best Director of a Play (Mary Zimmerman for Metamorphoses), the 2002 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Body of Work, 26 OBIE Awards, 6 Outer Critics Circle Awards, 2 Clarence Derwent Awards, 12 Drama Desk Awards, 9 Theatre World Awards, 11 Lucille Lortel Awards, the Drama Critics Circle Award, and 22 AUDELCO awards.  

In 1999, Second Stage Theatre opened its state-of-the-art, 296-seat theatre, designed by renowned Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas.  In 2002, Second Stage launched “Second Stage Theatre Uptown” series to showcase the work of up and coming artists at the McGinn/Cazale Theatre.  The Theatre supports artists through several programs that include residencies, fellowships and commissions, and engages students and community members through education and outreach programs.

Second Stage Theatre’s acclaimed production of William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin’s musical The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee recently entered its 3rd year on Broadway at Circle in the Square Theatre.  Sarah Ruhl’s highly anticipated play eurydice is currently in previews and will officially open on June 18.  The production is directed by Les Waters, who staged the play’s acclaimed productions at Yale Repertory Theatre and Berkeley Repertory Theatre.

SECOND STAGE THEATRE UPTOWN

The company’s annual SECOND STAGE THEATRE UPTOWN series continues this summer with two world premiere comedies: Marisa Wegrzyn’s The Butcher of Baraboo, directed by Judith Ivey, runs through June 30.  The festival’s second production, Josh Tobiessen’s comedy Election Day, directed by Jeremy Dobrish, will begin performances July 16.

Both productions are presented at Second Stage Theatre’s uptown home, the McGinn/Cazale Theatre on Broadway at 76th Street.  

#   #   #

