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SECOND STAGE THEATRE
ANNOUNCES CASTING FOR

MARISA WEGRZYN’s
THE BUTCHER OF BARABOO
Directed by JUDITH IVEY
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First production of Second Stage Theatre’s Uptown 2007 Festival
Previews begin May 24 -- Opening Night set for June 11

Second Stage Theatre (Carole Rothman, Artistic Director; Ellen Richard, Executive Director) has announced the complete cast for Marisa Wegrzyn’s world premiere comedy The Butcher of Baraboo, the first production in Second Stage Theatre’s acclaimed Uptown Festival.  Directed by two time Tony Award winner Judith Ivey, The Butcher of Baraboo will feature Ashlie Atkinson, Michael Countryman, Ali Marsh, Debra Jo Rupp (“That 70’s Show”), and Welker White.  

The Butcher of Baraboo will be presented at Second Stage Theatre’s uptown home, the McGinn/Cazale Theatre on Broadway at 76th Street.  Ticket are $40 and can be purchased by calling the Second Stage Theatre Box Office at 212-246-4422 or online at www.2ST.com. 
Valerie (Rupp) is the butcher of Baraboo, Wisconsin.  Her husband has gone missing and everyone suspects she played a hand, especially her nosy sister-in-law (White) who just happens to be the town sheriff.  And her daughter, a drug-pushing pharmacist (Atkinson), might know more than she lets on.   The Butcher of Baraboo is a black comedy about a butcher, a secret, and one perfectly polished meat cleaver.
The Butcher of Baraboo will have scenic design by Beowulf Borritt, costume design by Andrea Laurer, lighting design by Jeff Croiter, and sound design by Ryan Rummery.
ABOUT THE COMPANY
Ashlie Atkinson won a 2005 Theatre World Award for her performance in Neil LaBute’s Fat Pig. Ashlie has appeared in the films Inside Man, Puccini for Beginners, and Another Gay Movie, and upcoming in Noah Baumbach's Margot at the Wedding as the sister of Nicole Kidman and Jennifer Jason Leigh, as well as the ensemble film, Coming Soon.  TV credits include “Rescue Me” and “Law & Order.”  Ashlie also skates for Gotham Girls Roller Derby as Margaret Thrasher, Prime Minister of Yer Demise. 
Michael Countryman’s Broadway credits include Night Must Fall, Holiday, Laughter on the 23rd Floor, Face Value, A Few Good Men. His numerous Off-Broadway credits include Nine Armenians (MTC), A Flea in Her Ear (Roundabout), All in the Timing, The Common Pursuit (Drama Desk nomination), Out! (Drama Desk nomination), and The Clearing (Blue Light), among others. Film: Black Knight, Ransom, The Paper, Once Again. TV: "Ed," "Third Watch," and "Kate and Allie.”
Ali Marsh appeared in Beth Henley’s play Ridiculous Fraud at the McCarter Theatre last year.  Her film credits include The Ten, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Picture Perfect, and The Deli, and her many TV appearances include roles on “As The World Turns,” “Law & Order: Criminal Intent,” “Chicago Hope,” and “Providence.”
Debra Jo Rupp is well known to TV audiences as mom Kitty Forman on the series “That ‘70’s Show.”  She has appeared in the films Kickin it Old Skool, Spymate, Air Buddies, Lucky 13, Clockwatchers, and Death Becomes Her.  Her many TV appearances include guest roles on “Friends,” “Touched By an Angel,” “7th Heaven,” “L.A. Law,” “Caroline in the City,” and “Seinfeld,” among others. 
Welker White returns to Second Stage Theatre, where she has appeared in Lemon Sky, Red Address, and Jar the Floor.  She has appeared in the films A Dog Year, I Think I Love My Wife, Chasing Amy, Goodfellas, A Shock to the System, and Longtime Companion, among many others.
Marisa Wegrzyn’s plays include Killing Women, Psalms of a Questionable Nature, Ten Cent Night, and Hickorydickory.  Her work has been produced or read at Steppenwolf, Geva Theatre Center, Chicago Dramatists, The Women's Project, Centerstage, and The Magic Theatre.  She has a B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis.

Judith Ivey recently directed Lee Thuna’s Fugue at the Cherry Lane Theatre.  Other directing credits include Southern Comforts at Primary Stages, Bad Dates at Chicago’s Northlight Repertory Theatre and the Laguna Playhouse, Steel Magnolias at the Alley Theatre, MORE at the Union Square Theatre and the Falcon Theatre in Los Angeles, and Waiting for the Flood at A.C.T in San Francisco.  Ms. Ivey received the Tony Award and the Drama Desk Award for her portrayals in both Steaming and Hurlyburly, as well as the Obie Award for her performance in The Moonshot Tape.  Some film credits include Flags of Our Fathers, Devil’s Advocate, and Washington Square, among others. Judith starred in four television series, the most memorable being “Designing Women.” 

ABOUT SECOND STAGE THEATRE UPTOWN

Created as a program to help develop and provide exposure for the voices of a new generation of theatre artists, the Second Stage Theatre Uptown Festival has helped launch and advance the careers of several up-and-coming playwrights, including Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa (whose play, Based on a Totally True Story, was produced last year at Manhattan Theatre Club), Adam Bock (whose Second Stage Uptown 2005 play Swimming in the Shallows, as well as last year’s The Thugs, produced by Soho Rep, were both named one of Time Out’s Top Ten Plays of the Year), and Dan O’Brien (who recently received the prestigious 2006/07 Princeton University Hodder Fellowship).  Both Mr. Aguirre-Sacasa and playwright Rajiv Joseph (whose play All This Intimacy was part of last summer’s Uptown Festival) recently received one of the prestigious Time Warner Commissions from Second Stage Theatre.
The festival seeks to develop the skills of emerging playwrights, to provide early-career artists with the support of a major artistic institution, and to create new plays for the American Theatre.  Each show has a limited rehearsal period, as well as a streamlined budget.  
The series premiered in 2002 with three new American plays: …in the absence of spring…, written and directed by Joe Calarco; The Notebook, written by Wendy Kesselman and directed by Evan Yionoulis; and Hunt Holman’s Spanish Girl, directed by Erica Schmidt.  Second Stage Theatre Uptown Festival was on hiatus in 2003 due to theatre repairs.  The 2004 season saw the New York premiere of Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa’s The Mystery Plays, as well as Brooke Berman’s The Triple Happiness, starring Ally Sheedy.  In 2005, the festival presented the New York premiere of the critically acclaimed comedy Swimming in the Shallows, written by Adam Bock and directed by Trip Cullman, as well as the world premiere of Dan O’Brien’s The Dear Boy.

Last year’s festival featured two world premiere plays: Getting Home, written by Anton Dudley and directed by David Schweizer, and Rajiv Joseph’s All This Intimacy directed by Giovanna Sardelli.

SCHEDULE AND TICKET INFORMATION

The Butcher of Baraboo will be performed at the McGinn/Cazale Theatre (Broadway & 76th Street) from Monday, May 24 - Sunday, June 30 on the following schedule:  Tuesday-Friday at 8:00pm, Saturday at 2:00pm and 8:00pm, Sunday at 3:00pm.  NOTE: There are additional 2pm matinees on Wednesday, June 13, June 20, and June 27.
Tickets for performances of both plays can be purchased at the Second Stage Theatre Box Office (307 West 43rd Street) or by calling (212) 246-4422.  Single tickets are $40; advance youth tickets (age 25 and under) are $20; and student RUSH tickets are $10 (available 30 minutes prior to curtain).
For more information, please visit www.2ST.com
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