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Theresa Rebeck’s THE SCENE
ANNA CAMP and CHRISTOPHER EVAN WELCH

To Co-star with

Patricia Heaton and Tony Shalhoub
*   *   *   *   *   *
Performances begin December 14; opening night is January 11, 2007

*   *   *   *   *   *
Second Stage Theatre (Carole Rothman, Artistic Director; Ellen Richard, Executive Director) will present the New York premiere of Theresa Rebeck’s comedy The Scene in a production featuring Anna Camp and Christopher Evan Welch and the previously announced Patricia Heaton and Tony Shalhoub.  Directed by Rebecca Taichman, The Scene will begin previews on December 14 and officially open on January 11, 2007.  Ticket and subscription information is available by calling Second Stage Theatre box office at 212-246-4422 or online at www.secondstagetheatre.com.

About The Scene:  Get in on “The Scene” - the tale of an out-of-work New York actor (Shalhoub) — married to a news producer (Heaton)  — who has an affair with a fresh-faced Ohioan ingénue (Camp) and finds himself more morally and spiritually lost than he was before. This black comedy about the ever-elusive “place-to-be” takes on the empty narcissism of American pop culture with bitterly funny results. The Scene had its world premiere at this year’s Humana Festival at the Actor’s Theatre of Louisville.
The Scene will have sets by Derek McLane, costumes by Jeff Mahshie, lighting by Natasha Katz, and sound design by Martin Desjardins.  The production stage manager will be Kelly Hance.

ABOUT THE COMPANY
ANNA CAMP (Clea) created the role of Clea in the Humana Festival production of The Scene.  Other theatre credits include columbinus (New York Theatre Workshop), God Hates the Irish (Rattlestick Theater).  Regional: Hay Fever (Baltimore CENTERSTAGE), The Importance of Being Earnest (Dallas Theater Center).  Anna holds a BFA from North Carolina School of the Arts.
PATRICIA HEATON (Stella) received two consecutive Emmy Awards for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy Series and was nominated for 11 Screen Actors Awards for her portrayal of Debra Barone on CBS’ top rated series, “Everybody Loves Raymond.”  More recently, she was seen in the romantic comedy, “The Engagement Ring,” on TNT, in “The Path to 9/11” for ABC, and co-starring with Jeff Daniels in a contemporary version of the Neil Simon classic “The Goodbye Girl,” for TNT.  Heaton began her career on the New York stage, studying with William Esper, and making her Broadway debut in the gospel musical, Don’t Get God Started.  She co-founded Stage Three, an acting company that produced plays Off Broadway.  Heaton’s television credits include roles on the series “Room for Two,” “Someone Like Me,” “Women of the House,” and the critically acclaimed “thirtysomething.”  She also starred in the television movie, “Miracle in the Woods,” with Della Reese, and the CBS holiday movie, “A Town Without Christmas.”  Heaton’s feature film credits include Memoirs of an Invisible Man, Beethoven, New Age, and Space Jam.  She is the author of the best-seller “Motherhood and Hollywood.”  Heaton’s production company, Four Boys, recently produced the documentary, The Bituminous Coal Queens of Pennsylvania, directed by David Hunt, her husband. Four Boys also co-produced the soon to be released feature film Amazing Grace.  

TONY SHALHOUB (Charlie) has received three Emmy Awards, a Golden Globe, and SAG Award for his portrayal of Adrian Monk on the hit USA Network series “Monk.”   He has appeared in many feature films, including The Great New Wonderful, The Last Shot, Spy Kids, Galaxy Quest, The Siege, A Civil Action, Searching for Bobby Fischer, The Impostors, Primary Colors, Big Night, Barton Fink, Honeymoon in Vegas, Longtime Companion, Life or Something Like It, and Men in Black, among many others.   Mr. Shalhoub’s many stage appearances include Waiting for Godot at CSC Theatre opposite John Turturro and Christopher Lloyd, Conversations with My Father (for which he was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Featured Actor in a Play), The Heidi Chronicles, The Odd Couple, and the New York Shakespeare Festival productions of Henry IV Part I and Richard III.  Mr. Shalhoub’s other TV credits include the tele-film remakes of “Gypsy” and “That Championship Season;” he was also a regular on the sitcoms “Stark Raving Mad” and “Wings.”  Mr. Shalhoub made his directorial debut with the independent film Made Up, in which he co-starred with his wife Brooke Adams and Gary Sinise.
CHRISTOPHER EVAN WELCH (Lewis) has appeared on Broadway in Festen, The Crucible, London Assurance.  Off-Broadway credits include The Pain and the Itch, Romance, Writer’s Block, Much Ado About Nothing, Othello, Measure for Measure, A Skull in Connemara, A Streetcar Named Desire (Obie Award), Scapin (Encore Award).  Regional:  Sweet Bird of Youth, Street Scene, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Arms and the Man (Williamstown); The Importance of Being Earnest, She Stoops to Conquer (Long Wharf); Purple Heart (Steppenwolf).  Also Seattle Rep, Guthrie, Taper Forum, Humana Festival, more.  Film:  The Hoax, The Good Shepherd, The Interpreter, War of the Worlds, The Stepford Wives, Keane, Marie and Bruce, Chinese Coffee.  TV:  “The Sopranos”, “Law & Order:  SVU” and “CI,” “The Practice,” “Third Watch,” and “The Book of Daniel.”

Playwright THERESA REBECK returns to Second Stage Theatre, where her plays The Family of Mann, Loose Knit, Spike Heels, and, most recently, The Water’s Edge were presented.  Her other plays include Bad Dates, The Butterfly Collection, View of the Dome, and with Alexandra Gersten-Vassilaros, Omnium Gatherum, which was a finalist for the 2004 Pulitzer Prize.  Rebeck's plays have been published by Samuel French as well as Smith and Kraus, who have published her collected plays, and have also included her work in the Best Plays by Women series five times. She is currently writer-in-residence at The Lark Theatre and a member of Naked Angels, New York Theatre Workshop's Usual Suspects, and HB Playwright's Lab. Awards include the National Theatre Conference Playwriting Award (The Family of Mann) and the William Inge New Voices Playwriting Award (The Bells). Selected film and television: Harriet the Spy, Brooklyn Bridge, Dream On and "NYPD Blue," (WGA, Edgar and Peabody Awards).  Her most recent play, Mauritius, premiered at Boston’s Huntington Theater Company in October.

Director REBECCA TAICHMAN staged the acclaimed Humana Festival production of The Scene, as well as Rebeck’s most recent play, Mauritius at the Huntington Theatre Company.  Other credits include the OBIE Award-winning Menopausal Gentleman by Peggy Shaw.  As associate artistic director at Woolly Mammoth Theater, she directed many shows there including The Clean House by Sarah Ruhl (2006 Helen Hayes Award).  Regional credits include The Diary of Anne Frank at The Roundhouse Theater (three Helen Hayes Awards) and Green Violin by Elise Thoron at The Prince Music Theatre (2003 Barrymore Award).  Locally, she directed Swimming in March for the Market Theater, and The People vs. The God of Vengeance for The Theater Offensive.

ABOUT SECOND STAGE THEATRE

Founded in 1979 under the leadership of Artistic Director Carole Rothman, Second Stage Theatre produces a diverse range of premieres and new interpretations of America's best contemporary theatre, including Tiny Alice by Edward Albee, The Good Times Are Killing Me by Lynda Barry, Little Murders by Jules Feiffer, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee by William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin, A Soldier’s Play by Charles Fuller, Painting Churches and Coastal Disturbances by Tina Howe, Ricky Jay and His 52 Assistants and On The Stem by Ricky Jay, Living Out by Lisa Loomer, This Is Our Youth and The Waverly Gallery  by Kenneth Lonergan, Afterbirth: Kathy & Mo’s Greatest Hits by Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney, Saturday Night by Stephen Sondheim, Crowns by Regina Taylor, Uncommon Women and Others by Wendy Wasserstein, Spoils of War by Michael Weller, Before It Hits Home and Jar the Floor by Cheryl L. West, Jitney by August Wilson, Lemon Sky, Serenading Louie, and Sympathetic Magic  by Lanford Wilson, and Metamorphoses and The Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci by Mary Zimmerman.  The company’s more than 125 citations include the 2002 Tony Award for Best Director of a Play (Mary Zimmerman for Metamorphoses), the 2002 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Body of Work, 23 OBIE Awards, 4 Outer Critics Circle Awards, 2 Clarence Derwent Awards, 9 Drama Desk Awards, 5 Theatre World Awards, 9 Lucille Lortel Awards, the Drama Critics Circle Award, and 11 AUDELCO awards.  

In 1999, Second Stage Theatre opened its state-of-the-art, 296-seat theatre, designed by renowned Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas.  In 2002, Second Stage launched “Second Stage Theatre Uptown” series to showcase the work of up and coming artists at the McGinn/Cazale Theatre.  The Theatre supports artists through several programs that include residencies, fellowships and commissions, and engages students and community members through education and outreach programs.

Second Stage Theatre’s acclaimed production of Douglas Carter Beane’s The Little Dog Laughed is currently in previews at Broadway’s Cort Theatre.  Opening night is scheduled for November 13.  And the company’s critically-acclaimed hit musical The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee continues its run at Broadway’s Circle in the Square Theatre.

The 2006-07 Second Stage season will also see the New York premieres of Terrence McNally’s Some Men, directed by Trip Cullman, beginning previews February 23 and officially opening on March 26.  A fourth mainstage production for the 2006-07 season remains to be announced.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

The Scene will be performed through Sunday, February 4 at Second Stage Theatre (307 West 43rd Street, just west of 8th Avenue) on the following schedule: Tuesday at 7:00pm, Wednesday – Saturday at 8:00pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 2:00pm, and Sunday at 3:00pm.  (NOTE: All evening performances the week of January 22 will begin at 7:00pm.  Matinee curtain times remain the same).  

THERE WILL BE NO PERFORMANCES FROM DECEMBER 23 – DECEMBER 26.  There will be added performances on the following dates: Monday, December 18 at 8pm, Sunday, December 31 at 2pm and 7pm, and Monday, January 8 at 8pm.
Tickets are $71.50 and may be purchased by phoning 212-246-4422 or 800-766-6048 or online at www.secondstagetheatre.com.  A limited number of student rush tickets are $10 and are available 30 minutes prior to curtain.  

Group tickets are available by phoning 212-889-4300 or (800) 331-0472.  Box-office hours are Monday, 10:00am – 6:00pm, Tuesday 10:00am – 7:00pm, Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00am to 8:00pm, and Sunday, 10:00am to 3:00pm.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

For more information, please visit

www.SecondStageTheatre.com
#   #   #
