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“A jewel of a play!” 
– New York Times on Adam Bock’s Swimming in the Shallows (Second Stage Theatre Uptown 2005)

“Irresistible!” 
– New York Times on Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa’s The Mystery Plays (Second Stage Theatre Uptown 2004)

“A splashy new play full of wit!” 

– New York Times on Brooke Berman’s The Triple Happiness (Second Stage Theatre Uptown 2004)

SECOND STAGE THEATRE 
UPTOWN FESTIVAL
Announces Its 2007 Summer Season --
Two World Premieres from
Two Playwrights Making Their New York City Debuts
Festival Kicks Off on May 21 with

Marisa Wegrzyn’s THE BUTCHER OF BARABOO

Followed on July 16 with Josh Tobiessen’s ELECTION DAY

At Second Stage Theatre’s uptown home, the McGinn/Cazale Theater, Broadway at 76th St

Second Stage Theatre (Carole Rothman, Artistic Director; Ellen Richard, Executive Director) will continue its acclaimed Second Stage Theatre Uptown Festival this summer with two world premiere comedies: Marisa Wegrzyn’s The Butcher of Baraboo and Josh Tobiessen’s Election Day.  Both Ms. Wegrzyn and Mr. Tobiessen are making their New York debuts with this festival.  The plays will be presented at Second Stage Theatre’s uptown home, the McGinn/Cazale Theatre at 2162 Broadway at 76th Street.  The Butcher of Baraboo will run May 21 – June 17.  Election Day will run July 16 – August 11.  Tickets for both shows can be purchased by calling the Second Stage Theatre Box Office at 212-246-4422.  

Created as a program to help develop and provide exposure for the voices of a new generation of theatre artists, the Second Stage Theatre Uptown Festival has helped launch and advance the careers of several up-and-coming playwrights, including Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa (whose play, Based on a Totally True Story, was produced last year at Manhattan Theatre Club), Adam Bock (whose Second Stage Uptown 2005 play Swimming in the Shallows, as well as last year’s The Thugs, produced by Soho Rep, were both named one of Time Out’s Top Ten Plays of the Year), and Dan O’Brien (who recently received the prestigious 2006/07 Princeton University Hodder Fellowship).  Both Mr. Aguirre-Sacasa and playwright Rajiv Joseph (whose play All This Intimacy was part of last summer’s Uptown Festival) recently received one of the prestigious Time Warner Commissions from Second Stage Theatre.
The festival seeks to develop the skills of emerging playwrights, to provide early-career artists with the support of a major artistic institution, and to create new plays for the American Theatre.  Each show has a limited rehearsal period, as well as a streamlined budget.  
The series premiered in 2002 with three new American plays: …in the absence of spring…, written and directed by Joe Calarco; The Notebook, written by Wendy Kesselman and directed by Evan Yionoulis; and Hunt Holman’s Spanish Girl, directed by Erica Schmidt.  Second Stage Theatre Uptown Festival was on hiatus in 2003 due to theatre repairs. The 2004 season saw the New York premiere of Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa’s The Mystery Plays, as well as Brooke Berman’s The Triple Happiness, starring Ally Sheedy.    In 2005, the festival presented the New York premiere of the critically acclaimed comedy Swimming in the Shallows, written by Adam Bock and starring Logan Marshall-Green, as well as the world premiere of Dan O’Brien’s The Dear Boy.

Last year’s festival featured two world premiere comedies; Getting Home, written by Anton Dudley and directed by David Schweizer, and Rajiv Joseph’s All This Intimacy directed by Giovanna Sardelli.

Play #1:

The Butcher of Baraboo 

World premiere
Written by Marisa Wegrzyn
Director TBA

May 21 – June 17

Valerie is the butcher of Baraboo, Wisconsin.  Her husband has gone missing and everyone suspects she played a hand, especially her nosy sister-in-law who just happens to be the town sheriff.  And her daughter, a drug-pushing pharmacist, might know more than she lets on.   The Butcher of Baraboo is a black comedy about a butcher, a secret, and one perfectly polished meat cleaver.
Marisa Wegrzyn’s plays include Killing Women, Psalms of a Questionable Nature, Ten Cent Night, and Hickorydickory.  Her work has been produced or read at Steppenwolf, Geva Theatre Center, Chicago Dramatists, The Women's Project, Centerstage, and The Magic Theatre.  She has a B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis.
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

Play #2:

Election Day
World Premiere

Written by Josh Tobiessen
Director TBA

July 16 – August 11
It’s Election Day, and Adam knows his over-zealous girlfriend will never forgive him if he fails to vote. But when his sex starved sister, an eco-terrorist, and a mayoral candidate willing to do anything for a vote all show up, Adam finds that making that quick trip to the polls might be harder than he thought.  Election Day is a hilarious dark comedy about the price of political (and personal) campaigns.
Playwright Josh Tobiessen’s plays have been produced in the Baldwin New Play Festival at USCD and in Ireland in the Galway Arts Festival and Dublin Fringe Festival.  Josh has studied at the Improv Olympic Theatre in Chicago, and the National University of Ireland. Josh has a B.A. from Grinnell College and is currently completing his final year of the M.F.A Playwriting program at UCSD.
SCHEDULE AND TICKET INFORMATION

The Butcher of Baraboo will be performed at the McGinn/Cazale Theatre (Broadway & 76th Street, above The Promenade) from Monday, May 21 - Sunday, June 17 on the following schedule:  Monday-Friday at 8:00pm, Saturday at 2:00pm and 8:00pm, Sunday at 3:00pm. 

Election Day will be performed at the McGinn/Cazale Theater (Broadway & 76th Street, above The Promenade) from Monday, July 16 – Saturday, August 11 on the following schedule:  Monday-Friday at 8:00pm, Saturday at 2:00pm & 8:00pm.

Tickets for performances of both plays can be purchased at the Second Stage Theatre Box Office (307 West 43rd Street) or by calling (212) 246-4422.  Advance tickets are not available at the McGinn/Cazale Theater.  Single tickets are $30; advance youth tickets (age 25 and under) are $20; and student RUSH tickets are $10 (available 30 minutes prior to curtain).  A 2-play subscription is available for $50.
ABOUT SECOND STAGE THEATRE
Founded in 1979 under the leadership of Artistic Director Carole Rothman, Second Stage Theatre produces a diverse range of premieres and new interpretations of America's best contemporary theatre, including Tiny Alice by Edward Albee, The Good Times Are Killing Me by Lynda Barry, Little Murders by Jules Feiffer, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee by William Finn and Rachel Sheinkin, A Soldier’s Play by Charles Fuller, Painting Churches and Coastal Disturbances by Tina Howe, Ricky Jay and His 52 Assistants and On The Stem by Ricky Jay, Living Out by Lisa Loomer, This Is Our Youth and The Waverly Gallery by Kenneth Lonergan, Afterbirth: Kathy & Mo’s Greatest Hits by Kathy Najimy and Mo Gaffney, Saturday Night by Stephen Sondheim, Crowns by Regina Taylor, Uncommon Women and Others by Wendy Wasserstein, Spoils of War by Michael Weller, Before It Hits Home and Jar the Floor by Cheryl L. West, Jitney by August Wilson, Lemon Sky, Serenading Louie, and Sympathetic Magic by Lanford Wilson, and Metamorphoses and The Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci by Mary Zimmerman. The company’s more than 125 citations include the 2002 Tony Award for Best Director of a Play (Mary Zimmerman for Metamorphoses), the 2002 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Body of Work, 23 OBIE Awards, 4 Outer Critics Circle Awards, 2 Clarence Derwent Awards, 9 Drama Desk Awards, 5 Theatre World Awards, 9 Lucille Lortel Awards, the Drama Critics Circle Award, and 11 AUDELCO awards.

In 1999, Second Stage Theatre opened its state-of-the-art, 296-seat theatre, designed by renowned Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas. In 2002, Second Stage launched “Second Stage Theatre Uptown” series to showcase the work of up and coming artists at the McGinn/Cazale Theatre. The Theatre supports artists through several programs that include residencies, fellowships and commissions, and engages students and community members through education and outreach programs.
SECOND STAGE THEATRE 2006-07 SEASON

Second Stage’s current mainstage production, Theresa Rebeck’s critically acclaimed The Scene, is directed by Rebecca Taichman and features Patricia Heaton, Tony Shalhoub, Anna Camp, and Christopher Evan Welch.  The comedy is scheduled to run through February 11.  The season will continue with Terrence McNally’s Some Men, directed by Trip Cullman, beginning previews March 2 and officially opening on March 26. The mainstage season will conclude with the New York premiere of Sarah Ruhl’s eurydice, beginning previews May 30 and opening on June 18.
SECOND STAGE THEATRE ON BROADWAY
Second Stage Theatre’s acclaimed production of Douglas Carter Beane’s The Little Dog Laughed is playing at Broadway’s Cort Theater through February 18.  And the company’s critically-acclaimed hit musical The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee continues its run at Broadway’s Circle in the Square Theatre.
For more information, please visit www.secondstagetheatre.com.
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